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LIST OF PLANT PARASITIC EELWORMS 
RECORDED IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
By OLGA M. GOSS, B.Sc. (Hons.), Plant Pathologist 
RECENT research work in many parts of the world has indicated that eelworms are responsible for many plant diseases. In Western Australia, apart from the com-
monly known root-knot eelworms, a number of others have been found associated 
with disease conditions in orchards, market gardens, etc. The following list shows the 
eelworm species identified to date as occurring in this State. 
The year of first identification is given 
in brackets following the specific name. 
All old identifications have been modified 
or confirmed in recent years. 
MELOIDOGYNE spp. (root-knot eelworms) 
—First recorded as Heterodera marioni 
(1920) but now removed from this genus 
and subdivided into a number of species. 
M. javanica (1955)—Very common on 
most vegetable crops, ornamentals, 
grape vines, passion fruit vines and 
stone fruits, particularly on the 
coastal sand plain and on bananas at 
Carnarvon. 
M. hapla (1955) 1 _, 
M. arenaria (1955) On grape vines in 
M. incognita acrita f i m i t e d a r e a s m 
(1955) J the Swan Valley. 
PRATYLENCHUS spp. (root lesion or 
meadow nematodes). 
P. vulnus (1955)—Widespread 
apples, pears, grape vines. 
on 
P. penetrans—Apples (1955), daffodils 
(1957). 
P. ? brachyurus-
narvon). 
-ex bananas (Car-
TYLENCHULUS semi-penetrans (1951)— 
Citrus nematode very common in all citrus 
areas. 
ANGUINA tritici (1898)—Ear cockle of 
wheat. 
Anguina australis (1958)—Leaf gall of 
Ehrharta longiflora (first recorded in 
1926 but eelworm not identified). 
DITYLENCHUS dipsaci (Anguillulina 
dipsaci) (1947)—Stem and bulb eelworm 
on daffodil and hippeastrum. 
ROTYLENCHUS ? robustus (1956)— 
Banana roots. 
Rotylenchus sp. (1956)—Apple roots. 
RADOPHOLUS similis (1958)—Probably 
the same eelworm as was identified as 
Anguillulina similis or musicola (1932)— 
Banana roots. 
PARATYLENCHUS sp. (1955)—Round 
apple roots and vine roots. 
XIPHINEMA sp. (1955)—Round apple 
roots. 
APHELENCHUS avenae (1955)—Round 
vine roots. 
CRICONEMOIDES sp. (1955)—Round vine 
roots. 
HETERODERA schachtii (1932)—Sugar 
beet eelworm on crucifers and beetroot. 
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